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CITY OF MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION 
70 Maple Street 

Manistee, MI  49660 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 5, 2016 
 

A meeting of the Manistee City Planning Commission was held on Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 7pm in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 70 Maple Street, Manistee, Michigan.  
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Vice Chair Barry 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present:   Maureen Barry, Aaron Bennett, Ray Fortier, Marlene McBride, Mark Wittlieff 
 
Members Absent: Gabriel Walker (excused), Roger Yoder (excused) 
 
Others: Miranda Mead (220 Grove Street), Denise Blakeslee (Planning & Zoning 

Administrator) and others 
 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Mark Wittlieff, seconded by Marlene McBride that the agenda be approved as prepared. 
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 4 to 0. 
 
 Yes: Fortier, McBride, Wittlieff, Barry 
 No: None 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Motion by Mark Wittlieff, seconded by Marlene McBride that the minutes of the April 7, 2016 Planning 
Commission Meeting be approved as prepared. 
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 4 to 0. 
 
 Yes: Fortier, McBride, Wittlieff, Barry 
 No: None 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Vice Chair Barry opened the Public Hearing at 7:01 pm 
 
PC-2016-06 – Miranda Mead, Karen Schaab, and Don Reinhold – Street Vacation Request 
 
A Public Hearing is being held in response to a request from Miranda Mead, Karen Schaab and Don 
Reinhold to vacate that portion of undeveloped Duffy Street located between Monroe Street and Grove 
Street.   
 
Miranda Mead, 220 Grove Street – Ms. Mead presented the case to the Planning Commission. They 
have made a request to vacate the undeveloped portion of Duffy Street.  Their property currently has 
three front yards that prohibits them from making improvements to the property.   
 
Commissioner Bennett entered the meeting at 7:06 pm 
 
Denise Blakeslee, Planning & Zoning Administrator - The application that was received was signed by all 
three adjacent property owners.  If vacated the street would be divided down the middle with the west 
half being added to the Mead parcel.  The east half of the street would be divided with the portion 
adjacent to the property being assigned to the Schaab and Reinhold parcels.   
 
Staff forwarded the request to the DPW Director and City Engineer’s office and the utility companies.  
Staff received an email from Eric Gustad, Public Affairs Area Manager, Consumers Energy and Memo 
from DPW Director Jeff Mikula (attached) that were distributed to the Commissioners.   
 
The Planning Commission is responsible for reviewing the request and making recommendation to City 
Council who have the final approval.   
 
Vice Chair Barry opened the hearing for public comments. 
 
None 
 
Vice Chair Barry asked if any correspondence had been received in response to the request. 
 
No additional correspondence was received. 
 
There were no more additional comments; the Public Hearing was closed at 7:09 pm. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA RELATED ITEMS 
 
None 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
PC-2016-06 – Miranda Mead, Karen Schaab, and Don Reinhold – Street Vacation Request 
 
A Public Hearing was held earlier in response to a request from Miranda Mead, Karen Schaab and Don 
Reinhold to vacate that portion of undeveloped Duffy Street located between Monroe Street and Grove 
Street.   

 
Motion by Aaron Bennett, seconded by Mark Wittlieff that the Planning Commission recommends to 
City Council to approve the request from Miranda Mead, Karen Schaab and Don Reinhold to vacate that 
portion of undeveloped Duffy Street located between Monroe Street and Grove Street reserving any 
existing utility easements including a 30 foot permanent easement to the City centered over the sanitary 
sewer main that crosses through the right-of-way. 
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 5 to 0. 
 
 Yes: Wittlieff, Fortier, Bennett, McBride, Barry 
 No: None 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Master Plan Update 
 
The Planning Commission received a final draft of the Master Plan for review.  The next step is to submit 
the proposed plan to the City Council for review and comment.   
 
Staff noted three minor corrections.   
 
Motion by Mark Wittlieff, seconded by Ray Fortier that the Planning Commission submits the final draft 
of the Master Plan to City Council for review and comment.   
   
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 5 to 0.  
 
 Yes: Wittlieff, Fortier, Bennett, McBride, Barry 
 No: None 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None 
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STAFF/SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Denise Blakeslee, Planning & Zoning Administrator – Reminder that there is a sign workshop on May 
18, 2016.   
 
MEMBERS DISCUSSION 
 
None 
 
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Thursday, June 2, 2016 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Ray Fortier, seconded by Mark Wittlieff that the meeting be adjourned.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm 
 
       MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Denise J. Blakeslee, Recording Secretary 
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